LEADER

tion of success or the disturbance of defeat. So I get driven
in upon myself more and more, and I certainly do not
improve. I am sure that the difficulties about which you
write are partly due to the general position of affairs and I
feel myself growing less and less able to improve them on
the personal side. . . .

I am hoping to get to Bradford1 but the worry of these
last two or three years has given me a little disease and the
doctors may want me at Easter. Except for that, nothing
will keep me from the Conference, not even should the
clouds rain rebels and malcontents, and though I am very
tired of the sort of debates which I suppose we shall have
there. I am not a delegate, however, as yet and may not be
so I shall sit in the gallery and listen to you all. . . .

Now I return to the Highland folk-lore and general chat
of Nether Lochaber. Every good wish to you all.

"I have no close friend in the world." In later years
MacDonald did not speak of his loneliness. And it may
be that, if he had, he would not always have had to make
quite that sweeping and tragic admission. But an
essentially lonely man he would remain, to the end. He
was undoubtedly what is called clubbable, he could
mix genially with all classes, he was liked in Parliament
by members of all Parties. Lord Mottistone (then
Colonel Seeley) relates2 how one of his relaxations, when
Secretary of State for War, was a recurrent symposium,
in his room in the House, with George Wyndham and
MacDonald, and how MacDonald would give them his
books on Socialism, and they would have friendly wrangles
over them. ("If Ramsay MacDonald had his way,"
said Wyndham, "everything would be socialised, or
municipalised, except the clothes we stand up in."
"No," replied MacDonald, "I know several men of your
build; I shall want the clothes, but I will leave you your
toothbrush.") He had acquaintances, fervent admirers

1 For the LL.P. Conference.                * Adventure, p. 148.
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